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006 Architects

 Are Candidates
‘for Disney Hall

'\ By JUDITH MICHAELSON,
Times Staf[ Writer

i f f o
ix architects—two’ Ameri-
-Scans and four Europeans—
have been named as semifi-
" nalist: candidates. to. design. the
walt and, Lily Disney Concert
Hall, the,future $5Q-million
home of; the Los Angeles Phil-
harmonic on Bunker Hill, it was
announced Thursday: ' '/ :
The announcement was jointly.
made through a press statement
issued by Frederick M. Nicholas,
chairman of ( the Disney Hall
Committee, and Richard Koshal-
ek, director of: the Museum of
Contemporary Art and chairman
of the architectural subcommit-
tee! =l )

Those named as semifinalists
are:hlu; 1 1284f al ¢
—Gottfried Boehm, 67, of Co- -

logne, West Germany, who won
the prestigious . Pritzker Archi-
tecture Prize: in'<1986. Boehm
designed the Church of the Pil=/
grimage in: Neviges, West Ger- 3
many, and the Zublin Corporate ‘-
Headquarters in Zurich. SRl
"_Henry Nichols Cobb; 61, of i !
LM. Pei & Partners, New York
City, who designed the Portland -
Museum of Art in Portland, Me!, *
and the- Allied Bank' Tower in
AT R s S D i
. —Frank  O. Gehry,' 58,7 of
Frank O. Gehry and Associates
Inc.’ of Venice, Calif., ‘who de- '
signed the Frances Goldwyn '
Hollywood Regional Branch Li- .
brary and New York’s'Madison ..
Square Garden Site Redevelop-
ment and South Tower. = " *" " °
: —Hans Hollein, 53, of Vienna, |/
winner of the’ Pritzker award in' "
1985, who designed the Museum *
of Modern' Art buildings in both

Frankfurt'and’ Monchenglad-- — [

baiph,Wé's(Gei*Mgﬁjr;“_f“' e e
"'_Renzo Piano, 50 of Building
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"Workshop in Genoa Ttaly," who
designed the Menil Collection Mu- .
seum:in Houston and! was part of _ !
nLhe design+ team. of the Centre
aubourg,: better known as the
t{Georges Pompidou Centre;] in Paris.
(%er—James: Stirling, 61, of \James
;Stlrlmg, Michael Wilford and'Asso-
{ciates’of London'andBerlin, who
ldesigned iithe'.State:“Gallery ‘and.
~Chamber .Theatre' in ‘Stuttgart,
«~Germany,’ and ‘the Clore Gallery m

:.’il:‘.’ondon S RAE D L TR GRE

5 “Wedidn' t'pxck them~for thexr
&cexperience in des:gmng ‘musical
alls ‘necessarily,” Nicholas'noted. '
‘They'were picked foritheir ability
&lo problem:solve, for their desngn

#stalents, and for'the fact that all six .

Sof these architects are at'the peak
&of theiriabilities and production at
'i’}hns time in their careers.”7 “c¢a
“The semifinalists were " chosen,
%e added, exclusively by the five-
¥ member subcommittee. Besides

¥sists of Earl Al Powell, dxrector of
#&the County Museum ‘of Art;“John
SWalsh, director of the'J. Paul Getty
¥Museum; Robert 'Harris, ‘dean of
the ‘School of ‘Architecture at' USC,
~and Richard Weinstein, dean of the
Graduate ‘School of Archxtecture
and Urban Planning at UCLA.’
”'"Actlng as consultants were con-
iductors Andre Previn, Zubin Meh-
ta, Pierre Boulez and Simon Rattle.
=] am delighted with the'thor-
'oughness and diligence of the ar-

subcommlttee ‘meetings, said,

“ {These are<six' of {the! greatest

“architects in’ the world today, no

- question about that. What is mar-

"1 velous, there hasn!t been’any hint
of favoritism or chauvinism, what-

_.soever. They have really gone for

the best, regardless of 'any consid-
eration of politics, the usual. in-

“trigue’that' you get' in’ this thing.

Each' of these is a giant m his
lprofessmn 487 Ba s R

“Previn, who 'was "rehearsmg

‘Mendelssohn’s'‘Fourth' Symphony

: w1th the! Phllharmomc said he was |
“very pleased and" dellghted that.

Lhe process 'is  going forward ‘and
gomgsosmoothly LRI

22/ Cobb!! /was'a’ semlfmalxst ‘and
Snrlmg among three' finalists four
“years "ago in“ the competmon to
'desxgn the" new’ 'J." Paul ‘Getty
“Center m Brentwood ‘That com-
* mission 'went'to archltect Rxchard
Mexer of ‘New’ “York," the’ 1984
wmner ‘of the szker, which is

; cons1dered the Nobel Prlze of ar-
%Koshalek, 'the subcommittee’ con- 3

j'v\

chltecture .

“I'am’ enthumasue about all six
‘ semifinalists,”’ said "‘the* Getty’s
“‘Walsh, “and havmg been through a
“similar' process’ not “long “ago” 1
“‘admire thxs“one very much, 'be-
“cause'it’s’ thorough and serious and
the Music Cemer knows its own

12

. “mind.”’

¥'The  County " Museum of “Art’s
‘Powell noted that the semifinalists
came out’of “a fairly consequential
and long'dialogue.’ They have fa-
miliarization with' symphony halls

chitectural subcommittee -and-am--and-musical halls and a-wide-rang-

Pleased with the candidates who
‘have been selected by the subcom- « all Disney-Hall"is;a; part of a large§
mittee,”, ‘said " Lillian " B.-“Disney «' scheme.

The next-step in; the selectlon‘
process Nicholas said, will come in:

ihrough' a spokesman Her - $50-,
illion gn‘t to the Music Center-last
May is making the construction of --
‘the new concert hall and related
facilities possible.

£=F. Daniel Frost, chairman of the

Music Center“board of governors,
called the subcommittee ‘‘out-
standing.” He said, “They have
«one brilliant work and have made /.
‘abrilliant selection.”

“~Ernest Fleischmann, executive
Hirector of the Los Angeles Phil-
Jarmonic, who sat in on each of the

"ing experience with projects. After

A W §

- mid-March, when the archxtectural

subcommittee will narrow: the list .

to. three  or. four. finalists. The

. finalists *will’ then . be' ‘invited to’

submit “schematic models and de-
sign drawings, he said. They will
also be invited to Los Angeles to be
interviewed.

The final choice is expected tobe

‘made’in August. The construction-

phase of the project is anticipated to
be from December, 1989, to Decem-

/2 and mvestxgatlomby'the archxtec- 3
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‘ber 1991, Nlcholas said. .
‘Frost added that Mrs. Dlsney, as
a member of the 10-person‘Disney
Hall Committee, will partlcxpate at .
the 'end of the, selection’ process.
- That committee also’includes-as‘a
wvice' chair,-her {daughter”:Diane
< Disney ‘Miller; her attorney Ronaldv
' Gother, Frost and Fleischmann,
_. If 'the  architect ultimately: se-
lected isinot from/the Los‘Angeles
rarea, ‘hes must!associate! himself
with'a 'Los’ Angeles” flrm as a
condition’ of ‘selection,” Nicholas
said. £The subcommittee felt thatiit’
, was necessary to havelocal'repre-
sentation for ‘any" outaof state‘ or#"
“out-of- -city. architect because of
bulldmg and safety. requxrcments
Alocal firm will:be preparing local
“.drawingsand easements;"’he said,
+“* The'subcommittee, Flelschmann
“noted,‘made the choice absolutely,
. totally themselves.They did all the
~work from"compiling‘the ongmal
long, long,'long] hst and Lhen parmg
“itdown,’t, N ”
.-Nicholas ‘said’ that mmally about
'27 :architectsi were “sent'¢letters
requesting that they"submit‘their:
credentials, cllent references, a'list =
of :projects, “including slides of five
recent projects, media.coverageiof
their work and a written'two-page
"'description of why they’ were qual-
/ified to build a concert hall for, the
‘Music Center. and how, they would
approach it. A e
i1#We had/three to’four momhs of
mtenswe examination 'of the archi-
“'tects’ work," slides;” bibliographies
—.and.culling.through an.enormous..
—amount’of material,” Nicholas said.
““That entailed; «intensive research,

. tural subcommittee.*“We‘have'in="

‘v1ted the /[semi-finalist] archltects i

" to Los Angeles to.be interviewed !
by' the /architectural : subcommxtn
tee, " Nicholas added. !*We're going
to'look at their slides and interview:

" them,- and| then; the "architectural

subcommittee’ is' going 'to recom-

mend three or four/; archxtects as

“haven't, [de&ghe

finalists. '} | WA “h
"The archxtectural subcommlt-
L— A

v u—

tee will conduct a competition, and
then’will’rate  thearchitects¥and |
'make recommendations to the’Dls-.
“ney/Hall:Committeee.'The; Dlsney
“Hall:Committee'will make the' fmal
determination,” Nicholas'said. R
11, Asked.about._ the; speclfxc expe-x_,
rlencc ‘each would brmg to buxldlng,»
a concert hall, Fleischmann noted -
that several of the archnects ‘had "
"designed concert'spaces! but«pomt-
V'ed’ out"that? ‘‘even; ‘those“’*that ¢
" con

care great.”s sl i ',‘.z. A
<1t Fleischmann noted thatFrankO

:Gehry had built the Memweather |
p " Post Pavilion in Columbla, ‘Md., an

. open-air pavmon and;the Concord

nPavilion near San Francisco. ““We’

“(the” Philharmonic] - performed
“there [in”Concord]:with. Leonard
Bemstem and;, found it _terrific to
.play'in,’:Gehry. also. redesxgned the -
Hollywood 1 Bowl«in’ the #1970s,

-‘working’’ on’/'the ‘shell*"and " the

amphxtheateﬁr - and acoustlcal ,

'spheres S i

2 None -of the sxx semlfmahsts
could be'reached lmmedlately for
comment, “At. his’’ . Yenice~ office,
- Gehry’s. secretarylsald .at_.noon -
Thursday that the architect,: who.
'was lecturing in Zurich, did not-yet
‘know: of  his_selection. She’’added
that'a letter.requesting :an inter-

- view /with.,Gehry had,come in

"Thursday morning.: BN
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