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Nicholas, After Heated Council Discussion,
Resigns as Greystone Foundation Chairman

By Marioa Milligan
Staffl Writer

Following a hcated dcebate
beiween  Councilmembers  over
the future role and structurc of the
Greystone  Foundation,  Fred
Nicholas resigned as chairman of
the Foundation at City Council’s
study session this week.

Questioning the present
clfectiveness of the Foundation
and saying that the Council
should have control over thecity's
““most valuablc assct,"”
Councilmembers Charlotte
Spadaro and Bob Tancnbaum
suggested  “democraticizing™ or
disbanding the group.

*(Greystone) 1s the most
valuable assct we have and we
don't have any dircct influcnce
over what is happening,™
Tancnbaum said. He pointed out
that no onc on the present
Council—other than Mayor Ben
Stansbury—had been a Council-
member when the Foundation
was formed and thercfore its
perspective and views do not
reflcct  those of the present
Council.

*l don't scc any rcason for
having them continue,” he said of
the Foundation. “The Council
should bear the responsibility (for
Greystone), not the citizens in this
particular issue.”

Counciilmember Charlotte
Spadaro agreed, saying “The
Foundation may have a role to
play but this has been a slow
moving process and | would really
like to scc somcthing happen.
There arc a lot of possible options
that arc not being considered.™

She proposed that Beverly Hills
usc the mansion—which has been
valucd as high as $40-million—for
city purposes. She also suggested
“reforming™ the Foundation as a
Council committce so the Council
could appoint ils mcmbers or
dircet the stafl to find different
ways Lo “arrangc™ the group.

Nicholas said the Foundation
*“has no authority to do anything™
and that its primary rolc is to
“funncl information™ to City
Council.

He told Council that “not onc
damn thing™ has been done with
the information the Foundation
has presented to Council. “Every
time somcthing comes up it's not
good enough,” he said. “It's a
disgracc™ and “you should be
ashamed.”

At the end of the discussion,
Nicholas informed Council that
he was “not interested in further
scrving on the Greystone
Foundation.”

He later told The Courier that
he was “greatly offended™ by the
Council because some of ils
members “ignored the hundreds
of hours” the Foundation has
spent ‘‘investigating and
rccommending  uses” for the
mansion.

“Instcad of thanking and
cncouraging Greystone Founda-
tionn," he said, “several members
of the Council have attacked the

role of the Foundation and is
work and called for its
dissolution...| find itimpossible to
continuc pro bono work which is
maligned, unacceptable and
unappreciated.”

Nicholas said other members of
the Foundation supported lis
position and were “very upset.”
He added that "1 expeet there will
be a responsc.”

Councilmembers Max  Salter
and Donna Ellman defended the
Foundalion's present rolc,
arguing the group would be more
clfective in finding a suitable
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pulled out.

the meeting.

Foundation.

tenant for Greystone because its
members have “clout™ and have
contacts in the art world.

Salter said the Foundation
procurcd a tenant for Greystone,
Frederick Weisman, who wanted
to housc his mulu-million dollar
art collcction in the mansion but
“an idiot publisher™ in Beverly
Hills drove him away with a lot of
bad press.

“You don't throw away and
change somcthing that requires
continuity,” Salter said.

Spadaro argucd that he
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couldn’t blame “a hitle bad press™
withdrawing  his
proposal. and added that no onc
really knows for surc why he

Stansbury was not present at

City Attorney Greg Stepanicich
said that Council docs not have
(he authority to disband the

“The issuc is what is to be the
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History.

The Foundation,
1984 to find an occupant for
Greystone, is comprised of the
same 15 members appointed o
the Greystone Citizens Commit-
tee in 1983 by Council.

year, the
presented  Council
Weisman proposal which was
accepted.  However,
withdrew his proposal after a of
“scrious negotiations,” said City
Librarian Michacl Cart, also the
staff liaison to the Foundation.

continucd role, if any. of the
Foundation in finding 2 usc for
{he site and then what is the rolc. il
any. in thc management of the
user.”™ Stepanicich said.
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Currently, the Foundation is
working on a proposal by the L.A.
County Muscum of Natural




